Benign lymphoepithelial lesion (Mikulicz's disease) of the salivary gland: an ultrastructural study.
An ultrastructural study of a benign lymphoepithelial lesion of the parotid gland demonstrated that the so-called epimyoepithelial cell islands were sharply demarcated from the surrounding parenchyma by a thick basement membrane containing collagen fibers. The hyaline material seen by light microscopy within the islands was ultrastructurally similar in appearance to this delimiting basement membrane. The epithelial cells within the islands were united by well formed desmosomes and many had prominent tonofilament bundles, but myogenic differentiation was not observed. Hydropic degeneration was not seen in these epithelial cells; cells with a perinuclear clear space seen by light microscopy corresponded to large lymphoid cells ultrastructurally.